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Left: ICWA employees (from right) 
Phillip Brown, Patricia Martin, Diane 
Thompson and James Fryer watch a 
PowerPoint presentation by NICWA at 
the Aurora Inn.

Right: Joyce Fagerstrom 
and Dolly Kugzruk take 
notes at Kawerak’s recent 
ICWA training at the 
Aurora Inn.

Former Kawerak EET Scholarship Recipient Now Curator of Oregon Museum 

  Jensen Arctic Museum in Mon-
mouth, Oregon (20 minutes west of 
Salem) is the only museum on the 
west coast that is dedicated wholly 
to the arctic culture. And the cura-
tor for the Jensen Arctic Museum is 
Roben Jack Larrison, a Nome Na-
tive and former recipient of an edu-
cation scholarship through Kaw-
erak’s Education, Employment & 
Training Division.

  Recently Larrison was high-
lighted in a news article in the Polk 
County Itemizer-Observer (an Ore-
gon publication covering Mon-
mouth, Dallas, Independence and 
Falls City in Oregon state). The ar-
ticle speaks about Larrison’s back-
ground growing up in the Norton 
Sound region of Alaska.

  “Walking through the Jensen 
Arctic Museum,” says writer Craig 
Coleman, “sometimes makes Ro-
ben Jack Larrison long for the place 
she grew up.” 

  “Many of the animals on display 
in the wildlife exhibit—except for 
the wolves—could be seen crossing 
the highway a few miles outside of 
her hometown of Nome, Alaska. 
The indigenous arctic peoples de-
picted on a mural in the museum 
passed through or lived in her com-
munity.”

  The article goes on to quote Lar-
rison, as she states, “one thing that I 
miss, my favorite bite of food is a 
good piece of dried seal meat, 
soaked in seal oil and served with 
fresh greens.”  

  Roben attended the University of 
Alaska in Sitka for her Associates 
Degree, and then graduated from 
Western Oregon University. “I was 
interested in land and culture and 
preservation and wanted to get an 
education that would help me learn 
about that,” Larrison said. “My em-
phasis was community involve-
ment.” 

   She was hired as museum cura-
tor after volunteering at the mu-
seum for the past few years. She’s 
responsible for managing the mu-
seum collection, overseeing work-
study students and local residents 
who volunteer their time there, and 
scheduling education and program-
ming.  

  According to the article, Larri-
son said the benefits of her position 
make up for any homesickness for 
the Bering Strait Region.  

  “After working here for awhile,” 
she states, “I’ve come to find that 
this is just another form of land and 
cultural preservation. I get to learn 

more about Arctic cul-
tures and teach people 
about them. It’s a won-
derful opportunity to 
share that.” 

  Larrison was raised 
by her mother and father 
in Nome. The Jensen 
Arctic museum is actu-
ally named after the late 
adventurer and educator 
Paul H. Jensen, who 
worked with teachers to 
develop bilingual and 
Yupi'k and Inupiat language materi-
als for elementary students. He also 
developed and conducted a cultural 
exchange program for Alaska Na-
tive students to visit Oregon. 

  In the article Larrison says that 
her heritage and background figure 
largely into her work. 

  “Without it, I would have noth-
ing to say,” she said. “It would be 
difficult for somebody to really 
learn about Arctic culture...not only 
from books but actually having a 
chance to embed themselves into 
the culture.”  

  Larrison’s story is an inspiring 
one, and one that details the success 
that individuals can achieve by fol-
lowing their vision. It is especially 

enlightening and admirable that 
Larrison was able to focus her oc-
cupation around her heritage, and 
exemplify the values and culture of 
the Bering Strait Region, where she 
was raised.  

  For a copy of the article, you can 
contact the Polk County Itemizer-
Observer (www.polkio.com). For 
more information about the Kaw-
erak EET program scholarships and 
educational opportunities, contact 
EET Vice President Dawn Salesky, 
at 443-4354 or email her at 
eet.vp@kawerak.org.

Permission to summarize the 
original article was provided by 
Marc Falconer, Editor of the Polk 
County Itemizer-Observer. 

Above: A photograph of Jensen Arctic Museum’s 
main display room in Monmouth, Oregon.  

Teams and provide basic ICWA 
training for all involved.  Many of 
our ICWA staff feel as if they are 
addressing Child Protection issues 
alone. With the tribal reps in atten-
dance, we hope to give ICWA 
workers another voice within their 
tribal councils,” explained CFS 
Program Director, Joe Jennetten. 

CFS supervisor Lance Cannon 
said, “It was a challenging week but 
one that will stand out in my pro-
fessional career.  Joe and I want to 
especially thank our Nome CFS 
staff—Ann Andrews, Patti Lillie, 
Trisha Gray, and Alice Fitka for 
their endless work and preparation 
for the successful training and 
NRRT event.  They really stepped 
up to the plate.” 

On May 5, following the three-
day training, the CFS Department 
and the Office of Children's ser-

vices held a Native Rural Recruit-
ment Team (NRRT) community 
meeting at the Mini-Convention 
Center.

CFS ICWA Training Continued from front page. 
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Regional Wellness Forum Meets in Unalakleet in April 
    This April the Regional Wellness Forum (RWF) held it’s quarterly 
meeting in the Native Village of Unalakleet. Attendees were RWF members 
including Chairperson Berda Wilson and Co-Chair Kirbi Fullwood, Norton 
Sound Health Corporation representative Helen Pootoogooluk, Kawerak 
President Loretta Bullard, Nome Youth Facility Director Bob Froehle, 
BSSD representative Ted VanBronkhorst, NSHC RWF representatives 
Kathy Johnson from Unalakleet and Simon Bekoalok from Shaktoolik, and 
NSEDC representative Paul Ivanoff. Several other community representa-
tives attended, and the meeting was open for all Unalakleet residents to at-
tend.

  Part of the meeting was to discuss ways to incorporate “wellness” strate-
gies into the school curriculum for the BSSD. To address this issue, Forum 
members were fortunate enough to have the opportunity to meet with some 
local Unalakleet youth from a course taught by Nita Towarak.  

  Ms. Towarak brought her students to talk with Forum members and 
meeting attendees about their activities, and what they would like to see in 
the schools as a wellness initiative. Plans for follow-up with students and 
other BSSD staff were mentioned for future RWF activities. The student 
participation was an exciting and inspiring addition to the meeting.  

  The Native Village of Unalakleet Tribal Council hosted the RWF meet-

ing, and were immensely generous in their gracious gifts and participation. 
Kathy Johnson, IRA President, presented the Forum attendees with special, 
hand-made gifts and words of inspiration and thanks. Unalakleet Elder Irene 
Katchatag read the description of the gifts and thank-you’s in her Native 
Inupiaq dialect.

  Following the meeting, the Native Village of Unalakleet hosted a com-
munity potluck which was well attended and enjoyed by those present, not 
only because of the delicious array of food but several local musicians from 
Unalakleet entertained the diners as well. “Unalakleet really gets out the 
welcome mat and knows how to put on a feast,” commented RWF Chair 
Berda Wilson via e-mail.  Future RWF meetings are planned beginning in 
the Fall of 2007.

  For information on the Regional Wellness Forum or future meeting 
dates, please contact RWF Co-Chair and Kawerak Wellness Coordinator, 
Kirbi Fullwood at 443-4325 or wellness@kawerak.org.

Above: Unalakleet Elder Irene Katchataq translates 
into Inupiaq while RWF Chair Berda Wilson and 
Elder Representative Jacob Ahwinona look on.

Above: Regional Wellness Forum Members at the meet-
ing in Unalakleet go over the agenda.

Above: RWF Chair Berda Wilson speaks to youth from 
Nita Towarak’s Junior High class in Unalakleet.

Above: NSHC CAMP Coordinator 
Ranhia Parker, and RWF Co-Chair 
Kirbi Fullwood display their hand-
made sewing kits, a gift from the Na-
tive Village of Unalakleet.  

 Above: NVU IRA President Kathy Johnson, 
RWF member Dorcas Bloom, and Village 
supervisor instructor Tia Wilson prepare 
some muktuk in the kitchen for the evening’s 
potluck.

Above: Aerial view of the Native Village of Unalakleet, courtesy of the 
Unalakleet IRA Tribal home page on www.kawerak.org.  

Above: View of Unalakleet river, courtesy of the Staff Gallery on the Kaw-
erak Intranet.
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Uqaaqtuaq News 
Kawerak, Inc. 
PO BOX 948 
Nome, AK  99762 
U-News is a quarterly newsletter produced by Kawerak with contributions from UAF North-
west Campus and Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority. Articles, photos and an-
nouncements can be sent to planner@kawerak.org or call (907)443-4345.  

“Uvlaakun suli” translated in the Inupiaq language means: More tomorrow!

Quyanna.

In our last issue we listed the names of troops overseas who are 
originally from the Bering Strait Region. Unfortunately, we missed a 
few, but we are happy to list those we missed in this issue and thank 
them for their loyalty and service to those of us here at home. If anyone 
else has a friend or loved one overseas they would like to add, please 
feel free to let us know! Call Kawerak (443-5321) and we will be 
happy to continue to distribute good wishes to all those serving in other 
countries.

Still Supporting Our Troops! 
2007 Bering Strait Regional Conference  

“Building on the Inherent Strength of 
Our Cultural Values, We Shall Assist Our 
Tribes to Take Control of Their Future.”

In keeping with this Vision Statement,  

Kawerak is increasing training and 

technical assistance services to tribes.  

Kawerak Divisions are: 

Community Services 

Employment, Education & Training;  

Children and Family Services; and

Natural Resources. 

SERVING THE  VILLAGES

OF:

BREVIG MISSION

COUNCIL

DIOMEDE

ELIM

GAMBELL

GOLOVIN

KING ISLAND

KOYUK

MARY’S IGLOO

NOME

SAVOONGA

SHAKTOOLIK

SHISHMAREF

SOLOMON

STEBBINS

ST. MICHAEL

TELLER

UNALAKLEET

WALES

SSG Edward Soolook 

ACO 3-297 INF 

APO  - AE  09317 

SPC Joseph M. Simon 

Alpha C/O 3/297th 2 PLT 

APO AE 09317 

Richard Komok 

3/297th Infantry 

1A Company 2nd PLT 

APE  AE 09317 

Ernest P. Tocktoo 

3-297th A- Co. 

APO  AD  09317 

SGT Owen Nowpakahok 

A Company 3/297th Infantry 

APO   AE  09317 

Jonathan Weyiouanna 

3-297th A- Co 

APO  AE  09317 

SFC Bekoalok, Paul 

3-297th Infantry  A-CO 

APO  AE 09317 

Anderson, Justin 

TF c/1 –32IN 

FOB ABAD 

APO  AE  09354 

PFC Olanna, Darin W. 

ACO 3  297th 2nd PLT 

APO  AE  09317 

PFC Paniataaq, Thomas R. 

MCS CO 

PSC 451 

FPO   AE  09A34-2800 

SGT Penetac, Sean R 

A CO 3-297 INF 

NAVISTAR 

APO   AE  09319 

PFC Olanna, Thomas 

Alpha Co 3/297th Inf. 

APO  AE  09317 

Dempsey Woods SR 

A  Co.  3 / 297th inf. 
Navistar
APO  AE  09317 

Green, Stacy 

A CO 3-297th Infantry 

Camp Navistar   Kuiwait  
APO-AE  09317 

Cragle, James 

ACO 3 297th INF. 

APO
---

-AE 09317 

Thor Noongwook 

A CO 3/297 Infantry 

First Platoon 

APO  AE  09317 

Auraura Bahr 

Unit 3E (Seabees) 

APO AE 98354

PFC Dick Kugzruk 

A CO  3-297th INF 

APO –AE  09317 

PFC Reuben W. Olanna 

A CO 3-297th INF 

APO-AE 09317 

 We are pleased to announce the upcoming 2007 Bering Strait Re-
gional Conference!  Our  theme is “Building On Our Strengths” and 
will be held at the Nome Recreation Center, September 25-27, 2007.  
The conference brings communities members from the Bering Strait 
Region together to celebrate traditional cultural values and learn mod-
ern techniques.  The conference workshops include; economic develop-
ment, community development, wellness and cultural knowledge. 

 In addition to the variety of keynote speakers, there will be 18 work-
shops.  Some of the workshops that will focus on cultural knowledge 
include: fishnet and ulu making, how to make fry bread, a Native dance 
class and a look at the Anchorage Museum’s collection of unidentified 
photos and objects from the Bering Straits Region.  

 Simultaneously, the Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority will 
hold an Indian Housing Plan Session for IRA presidents that will take 
place each afternoon at Old St. Joe’s from 1:30pm-5:00pm.  For more 
information please contact Meredith Ahmasuk at 907.443.5256. 

 In conjunction with the Regional Conference, Kawerak’s Community 
Planning & Development program and the Bering Strait Development 
Council (ARDOR) will host a two-day Energy Summit.  It is open to 
the public and will be held at the Pioneer Hall on September 26 & 27, 
9am – 5pm.  If you have questions or plan to attend, please contact 
Barb Nickels at 907.443.4248.

For more information about 
the 2007 Bering Strait Re-
gional Conference, please go 
to kawerak.org to pre-
register, view the draft 
agenda and to nominate a 
special Elder, youth, parent 
or teacher for an award that 
will be presented at the con-
ference.  For more informa-
tion please contact Kaw-
erak’s Regional Conference 
Coordinator, Anahma Saito 
at 907.443.4341 or email 
her at asaito@kawerak.org 




